“INSTRUCTED, ENCOURAGED AND
INSPIRED BY HIS GIVING”
2 Corinthians 8:9
November 4, 2018
2 Corinthians 8:9
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
became poor, that you through His poverty might
become rich.”
INTRODUCTION: I wish to review “grace
giving” as recorded in 2 Corinthians 8-9 with a
particular focus on 2 Corinthians 8:9.
2 Corinthians 8:9
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that you through His
poverty might become rich.”
Jesus is both the Master and Model of Giving. The
context is the Macedonia Church, however they
served as Encouragers, Jesus served as the
Example.
Note Several Truths:
1. The Recognition of Jesus’ Grace 9a
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus”
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“know” - connects the dots; this is not an
intellectual knowing as much as an experiential
knowing.
1 John 5:13
“These things I have written to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God, that
you may know that you have eternal life, and
that you may continue to believe in the name
of the Son of God.”
2. The Riches of Jesus’ Glory 9b
“that, though He was rich” – a reference to the
eternality and pre-existence of Christ. As the
second person of the Trinity, Christ is as rich as
God is rich. He owns everything, and possesses
all power, authority, sovereignty, glory, honor,
and majesty. He, Who was incomparably rich in
His pre-existence with the Father.
3. The Reminder of Jesus’ Generosity 9c
“He became poor” - reference to Christ’s
incarnation. He laid aside the independent
exercise of all His divine prerogatives, left His
place with God, took on human form, and died
on a cross like a common criminal.
Sovereign becomes Servant
Christ becomes Carpenter
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Word becomes Flesh
God becomes Man
Unlike the Macedonians, who gave when they
were extremely poor (v.2), Christ gave when he
was incalculably rich. Like the Macedonians
(v.5) Christ gave Himself.
4. The Recipients of His Gospel 9c
“yet for your sakes” – substitution pure and
simple
2 Corinthians 5:21
“For He made Him who
knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.”
1 Peter 3:18
“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the
just for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God, being put to death in the flesh but made
alive by the Spirit.”
5. The Reason for Jesus’ Gift
“that you through His poverty might become
rich”
Believers become rich through the sacrifice and
impoverishment of Christ. We become rich in
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salvation, forgiveness, joy, peace, glory, honor,
and majesty; we are joint heirs with Christ.
Paul saw in Christ the first example of one who
showed eagerness and generosity in giving as a
demonstration of His love. If the sacrificial
giving of the Macedonians did not stimulate
emulation, the example of Christ’s selflessness
certainly would. If Christ’s example did not
move the Corinthians to give, apparently nothing
would. A self-sacrificing, generous spirit should
be normal for every Christian.
Anonymous quote defining money, “an article
which may be used as a universal passport to
everywhere except heaven, and as a universal
provider for everything except happiness.”
I. ALL FINANCIAL GIVING SHOULD BE
PRECEDED BY SELF-GIVING
2 CORINTHIANS 8:5
2 Corinthians 8:5
“And not only as we had hoped, but they first
gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by
the will of God.”
- They first gave themselves to the Lord
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II. BELIEVERS SHOULD SEEK TO EXCEL
IN THE GRACE OF GIVING
2 CORINTHAINS 8:6-7
2 Corinthians 8:6-7
“So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so
he would also complete this grace in you as
well. 7 But as you abound in everything — in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence,
and in your love for us — see that you abound
in this grace also.”
III. WORTHY STEWARDSHIP GOALS
SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO
COMPLETION 2 CORINTHIANS 8:6,
10-11, 9:5
2 Corinthians 8:6
“So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so
he would also complete this grace in you as
well.”
2 Corinthians 8:10-11
“And in this I give advice: It is to your
advantage not only to be doing what you
began and were desiring to do a year ago; but
now you also must complete the doing of it;
that as there was a readiness to desire it, so
there also may be a completion out of what
you have.”
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2 Corinthians 9:5
“Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort
the brethren to go to you ahead of time, and
prepare your generous gift beforehand, which
you had previously promised, that it may be
ready as a matter of generosity and not as a
grudging obligation.”
-Finish what you begin.
-In spiritual things, there is value in completing
what you start.
IV. GENEROUS GIVING GIVES EVIDENCE
OF THE SINCERITY OF ONE’S LOVE
2 CORINTHIANS 8:8-9, 24
2 Corinthians 8:8-9
“I speak not by commandment, but I am
testing the sincerity of your love by the
diligence of others. For you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that
you through His poverty might become rich.
2 Corinthians 8:24
“Therefore show to them, and before the
churches, the proof of your love and of our
boasting on your behalf.”
(Tangible Expression)
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-The grace of God becomes the supreme
motivating factor in true Christian stewardship.
-Our giving should be rooted in His giving.
V. A WILLINGNESS TO GIVE IS MORE
IMPORANT THAN THE AMOUNT GIVEN
2 CORINTHIANS 8:12
2 Corinthians 8:12
“For if there is first a willing mind, it is
accepted according to what one has, and not
according to what he does not have.”
VI. IN THE ECONOMY OF GOD, THE
SUFFICIENCY OF SOME MINISTER TO
THE DEFICIENCY OF OTHERS
2 CORINTHIANS 8:13-15
2 Corinthians 8:13-15
“For I do not mean that others should be
eased and you burdened; but by an equality,
that now at this time your abundance may
supply their lack, that their abundance also
may supply your lack — that there may be
equality. As it is written, "’ He who gathered
much had nothing left over, and he who
gathered little had no lack.’"
-V14 “Your abundance” – “their abundance”
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